Prevailing citation practice in law journals is to use uniform resource locators (URLs) when citing electronic sources. Digital object identifiers (DOI) provide a more reliable and robust mechanism for citing digital, scholarly articles. 
Introduction
Citation practice in law journals has a long, venerated history. A key function of a citation is enabling researchers to locate the unique resource that is being cited. The traditional rules for citing scholarly articles have performed this function pretty well-120 HARV. L. REV. 393 points to the one article that starts on page 393 of the Harvard Law Review's 120 th volume. In addition to being a unique identifier for articles, the volume-title-page citation is persistent-it is highly unlikely that the hard copy journals would ever be re-paginated such that the identifier would no longer reliably represent the cited article.
However, like many things, digital communications have rendered longstanding practices less useful than they used to be. Journals now routinely reference electronic sources, including electronic versions of scholarly articles, and some journals even publish exclusively online. The traditional citation system based on paper does not seamlessly map onto digital articles. When articles are not initially published in paper or PDF format, then traditional page numbers do not make much sense. Even when originally paper articles are digitized and posted online, the most common means of pointing to these documents, the has noted, "Access to the authority underlying (and cited in) the author's work is crucial for scholarship." 3 Due to their extensive background discussions and research documentation, many law journal articles become references for their niche areas of law. Accurate and reliable retrieval of cited resources is thus crucial to one of law journals' core functions.
While traditional citation of paper resources somewhat satisfies this need, it fails to permit adequate citation of exclusively digital articles. Some non-legal to footnotes when possible.
10
There are several models of persistent digital identifiers, but the digital object identifier model 11 is most relevant to law journals because it is the system used most commonly by scholarly journals. A typical DOI looks like this:
10.5555/journal2005.4. The "10." simply marks the string of characters as a DOI, and the "5555" is a prefix assigned to a particular publisher. The suffix that appears after the forward slash points to a specific scholarly work and can be any arbitrary set of characters. Some publishers simply use a string of numbers, while others use a combination of numbers, letters, and punctuation marks. When a DOI is resolved by adding it to the end of http://dx.doi.org in a web browser or entering it into a resolver form, the researcher is sent to the most current location of the official version of the scholarly work. The publisher can decide whether the article is open access or requires a subscription or fee. Even if a publisher rearranges its website, changes names, or is absorbed by another publisher, the DOI system maintains a central and current index that enables researchers to find articles online, while normal URLs would be broken by such changes. When accessed through computers of libraries that subscribe to databases containing articles with DOI names, those DOI names, along with an OpenURL resolver program, will send researchers to the versions of articles in accessible databases.
Due to these advantages, the DOI has become the standard digital identifier for scholarly publishing, with most hard science and many social science and humanities publishers using DOI names for their articles. 12 The extracted citations were sorted alphabetically and duplicate citations were deleted to prevent frequently cited articles from making the sample appear to have more cited articles with DOI names than there were, resulting in 1,041 citations from the 22 selected articles.
These citations were then checked for existing DOI names. CrossRef, the DOI registration agency for scholarly publishing, provides an online form that examines citations and retrieves DOI names if they exist. 17 The form is a large text box into which lists of references can be entered. While a specific citation were pasted into the form in groups of forty citations to prevent the system from timing out and failing to complete retrieval of DOI names. While it is impossible to know whether the form failed to retrieve some DOI names that did exist, the citation form was tested by entering citations to articles that had been independently found to have DOI names, and the form correctly retrieved the DOI names. The accuracy of the DOI names retrieved was spot-checked by resolving DOI names to see if the correct article was found. While in a few instances the form retrieved two DOI names for an article and only one DOI name was correct, all the other checked DOI names led to the assigned article. If a DOI was retrieved for a citation, the DOI was copied into the spreadsheet.
Findings
Of the 1,041 cited articles, 394 (37.8%) had DOI names, and 647 (62.8%)
did not. With a few major exceptions, most major law journal articles did not have DOI names assigned to them. Table 2 displays the legal journals that had more than ten articles cited in footnotes that omitted existing DOI names. The journals from which many articles with DOI names were cited are, not surprisingly, highly-regarded law journals. More interesting, though, are the most-cited journals that did not have any articles with DOI names. by law journal with more than ten cited articles shows that the number of omitted DOI names is not trivial. It is certainly possible that errors were made when extracting citations to scholarly articles and DOI names, but most mistakes would lead to an existing DOI being missed rather than purporting to find a DOI that does not exist. If anything, then, this study undercounts the number of DOI names that could have been included in citations.
Law Journal Number of DOI names

Harvard Law Review 46
University of Pennsylvania Law Review 34
Columbia Law Review 31
Texas Law Review 28
Michigan Law Review 25
New York University Law Review 22
University of Chicago Law Review 21
Georgetown Law Journal
Conclusion
Traditional legal citation has a long history, but new mechanisms are needed to most effectively cite and link scholarly legal articles. Digital object identifiers provide an established solution that has already been widely accepted in other disciplines. DOI names can be added to footnotes without doing much violence to Bluebook style or placing inordinate burdens on journal staff. This is a very preliminary exploration into the suitability of DOI names for law journals, but the non-trivial number of articles cited that had DOI names suggests that journal editors, article authors, and academic librarians who work with legal
